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In this edition:  
 Chairman’s Report: Rain and runs. 
 1955 300SLR: The world’s most expensive car. 
 Preserved for posterity: Jim Drummond. 
 Dream cars:  Opulence a plenty. 
 Cubaganza: Recreate Havana. 
 Pain in the chest?: Oh no! 
 What’s On: Update. 
 Targa update: News from the organiser. 
 Tyre care: Latest thinking. 
 Shaw Brothers: Report and photos. 
 Focus on the Marque: Peerless. 
 Committee Notes: June 2022 Committee. 

Yep I caught COVID! Well in fact Helen caught it first but I soon succumbed. Thankfully like most 
vaccinated folk nowadays the symptoms only lasted a few days and life is back to normal.  
 
There’s some good stuff happening at the club these days. Membership is increasing with the 
new online system working well. Club facilities improvements are in full swing and you will see 
in our last Committee Notes (Page 23) that we have approved a big spend to refurbish the 
clubhouse in time for our 50 year anniversary. The car park has been extended at the front of 
the clubhouse but please be careful if you reverse park in there: someone has already overshot 
and pushed back some of the retaining walls.  
 
Our restoration projects are looking good: we have just about completed the wiring of the 
Bedford, The BSA is taking shape nicely with woodwork almost complete and guard repairs 
almost there. We have started building the Bus wiring loom. Unfortunately the Wolseley project 
has stalled with the swapped engine causing some real concerns. It looks like we must move 
back to the original engine.  
 
Finally remember that our August run is the Daffodil Day Rally in association with Waitemata 
and Warkworth/Wellsford branches. If you are unable to attend then please, please click on the 
following link to make a donation to an extremely worthy cause.  

Waitemata, North Shore & Wellsford/Warkworth Vintage Car Clubs • Daffodil Day 2022  
 
Stuart Battersby 
battersby56nz@gmail.com 

Editorial Progress  
July 2022 

Cover Girl: 1931 Peerless 

Master 8 Sedan 

https://daffodilday.org.nz/waitematanorthshorewellsfordwarkworthvintagecarclubs
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Had enough rain? Those of us on tank water probably have and may be wishing they had more 

storage for the summer. The ground is sodden and lawns are longer than normal. Having said 

that, it is not a particularly cold winter. 

Since my last report a number of members have fallen foul of Covid, fortunately none seriously 

that I am aware of. We still need to vigilant and wear masks where required. Even though it is 

still compulsory in retail environments, more and more people are ignoring the rules 

endangering themselves as well as the rest of us. 

We had a great turn out for July’s run to the Shaw brothers’ collection, 16 club cars and another 

9 moderns met at the clubrooms. A few more joined us in Coatesville. Maybe the sun had 

something to do with it. Our visit to the Forrest Hill Home and Hospital has been postponed 

until August 4th. Same arrangements as before, we will meet at the club at 12 noon and then 

proceed to Forrest Hill after a sausage sizzle. (THIS COMING THURSDAY) 

On The weekend of 23/24 July we hosted the Federation of Motor Clubs NZ committee meeting 

and AGM. This was very successful according to their president. Michael Wood MP, was their 

keynote speaker, outlining some of the challenges his Transport portfolio gave him. He seemed 

very well informed about some of our concerns and was working with the FOMC to try to 

alleviate them.  

August’s run will be the Annual Daffodil Day run on the 21st. This is the VCC NZ’s premier fund 

raising event for cancer research. The more attendees we get and money we raise, the better 

public profile the club has. So, bring out your cars, whether old or not. We will meet at the 

North Shore Airfield and proceed to Matakana for the display. Further details in the What’s On 

section. Let’s hope we get good weather and a big turnout for this fundraiser. 

I have been asked a couple of times recently why we don’t have a motorcycle section. 

Personally, I’d love to see some bikes at the club. So, if you are a rider or know some that wish 

to be part of a NSVCC motorcycle section, contact me and we can meet and discuss what you 

need that is different to what we offer at the moment.  

Stay safe and look after yourselves. 

 

Tony Sparkes 

Chairman 

Phone: 027-499-5588 
Email: 29tony66@gmail.com    
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The auction house, RM Sotheby's, 
recently announced that Mercedes 
have sold one their 1955 300 SLR 
Uhlenhaut coupes for a world record 
price of 135 million Euros (about 
NZ$221 million)  making it not only 
the world's most expensive car to be 
sold at auction, but also the world's 
most expensive car, period. 
"Few ever imagined that it would be 
offered for sale," RM Sotheby's noted 
in its press release announcing the 
result of its May 5 single-car auction 
at the Mercedes-Benz Museum. 
 
Indeed, Mercedes-Benz, which has 
owned the gullwing coupe since it 
was built, has reportedly vowed 
never to sell it or its stablemate, 
given that their creation came shortly 
before the infamous crash at the 24 
Hours of Le Mans in 1955 and 
Mercedes-Benz's subsequent 
withdrawal from all racing activities. 
RM Sotheby's made no mention of 
Mercedes-Benz's reason for selling 
the coupe, nor of the company's 
reason for keeping the auction of the 
coupe private and under wraps for 
two weeks afterward, though it did 
note that Mercedes-Benz will use the 
proceeds of the sale to establish a 
"Mercedes-Benz Fund that will provide 
educational and research scholarships in 
the areas of environmental science and 
decarbonization for young people." 
Neither of the two coupes - essentially 
street-legal hardtop versions of the 
Fangio-driven W196R Grand Prix cars 
that Mercedes-Benz intended to 
release in 1956, 

Progress 

August 2022 

The world’s most expensive car: New record set! 

No doubt about the spectacular looks. 

Yep! I could be comfortable driving that. 

Quite Stunning. 
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Progress 

August 2022 

The world’s most expensive car: Cont 

ever made it into private hands or were 
entered in competition, though the one 
that sold earlier this month earned its 
"Uhlenhaut" nickname after Mercedes-
Benz chief engineer Rudolf Uhlenhaut 
reportedly appropriated it as his company 
car for both on-track and on-road 
demonstrations of speed. 
According to a video that RM Sotheby's 
released with its announcement of the 
sale, the opening bid of €50 million 
already eclipsed the previous record for a 
car sold at auction, which RM Sotheby's 
set in August 2018 when it sold a 1962 
Ferrari 250 GTO Series II for $48.405 
million with fees. It then quickly eclipsed 
the reported world record sale for an 
automobile, which was set earlier in 2018 
when a 1963 Ferrari 250 GTO sold for $70 
million. According to RM Sotheby's, the 
Uhlenhaut coupe's sale price puts it within the 
top 10 of any items sold at auction - roughly 
what Francis Bacon's Three Studies of Lucian 
Freud sold for in 2013, but well shy of the 
$NZ720 million that Leonardo da 
Vinci's Salvator Mundi sold for in 2016. 
 
Marcus Breitschwerdt, the head of Mercedes-
Benz Heritage, said in the RM Sotheby's press 
release that the new owner of the Uhlenhaut 
coupe will make it "accessible for public 
display on special occasions" and that the 
second coupe will remain in Mercedes-Benz 
ownership. 

Rudolf Uhlenhaut with his son in ‘the Company Car’. 

1955 Mercedes SLR 300 Ulenhaut 

The devil is in the details 

https://youtu.be/xOG_-KN4taU
https://youtu.be/xOG_-KN4taU
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2018/08/28/1962-ferrari-250-gto-makes-history-at-rm-sothebys-monterey-sale
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2018/08/28/1962-ferrari-250-gto-makes-history-at-rm-sothebys-monterey-sale
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2018/06/05/ferrari-250-gto-sells-for-70-million-becomes-worlds-most-expensive-car
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2018/06/05/ferrari-250-gto-sells-for-70-million-becomes-worlds-most-expensive-car
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Progress 

August 2022 

Honda preserved for posterity: Jim 

Drummond’s 1988 Honda Jazz makes the 

Honda Museum. 

Some of you may recall that club stalwart, Jim Drummond had been trying to sell his wife’s 1988 

Honda City Jazz. Well I got a call from Jim recently and he was most excited to tell me that the  

Honda had achieved museum status.  Here’s the story: 

We purchased the used Honda in Mt Albert in 1995. It had 116127 km on the clock and we were 

the 3rd owners. The Jazz was used regularly by Joan to travel from Snells Beach to Massey every 

Monday and Tuesday to look after the grandchildren. Later when the Grandson arrived Joan 

added Wednesday and Thursday 

trips  from Snells Beach to 

Stillwater  for further baby-

sitting responsibilities. 

A few months ago I bought a 

new Honda CRU from a dealer 

in Rotorua and happened to 

mention that I was ready to sell 

the Honda: apparently Honda 

themselves were looking for 

some nice older vehicles. 

Anyway nothing happened for a 

few weeks at least. Some time 

later I had taken the new Honda 

in for a service, which was 

followed by the usual “How did 

we do?” telephone call. At that stage I mentioned that I’d heard nothing more about the Jazz. 5 

days later I got another call saying that they were interested in the Jazz for their new museum 

and someone would call round to look at the car. 

Not long after Peter, Honda NZ, Chief Operations Manager walked up the drive and asked to 

look at the car. After inspection he described the vehicle as “Perfect” and the deal was done. 

Apparently our Jazz was one of the latter cars to leave the Nelson Assembly Plant, before they 

started shipping complete cars from overseas. By now the car will be in Nelson and getting it’s 

‘showroom’ polish as a fine example of the one of the last Hondas to be assembled in New 

Zealand. 

As you can imagine Joan and I were delighted that the car that we had owned for 27 years and 

driven 110,000 kms is now to be preserved in a museum! 

Well done Jim (and Joan!). Thanks for the article. Hopefully one of our members will spot your 

Jazz in Nelson and give is an update sometime. 

Jim and the Jazz 
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Progress 

August 2022 

Dream Cars: Our erstwhile Treasurer Ross 

Moon forwarded some amazing photos. 

 

Bugatti Tipo 57C Van Vooren Cabriolet
Daimler Double-Six 50 Corsica Drophead Coupé

Delahaye 145 Chapron Coupe Napier-Railton Special

Rolls-Royce Phantom I Jonckheere Coupé Voisin C20 'Mylord' Demi-Berline 
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Progress 

August 2022 

Dream Cars: These two are so excruciatingly 

stunning that they had to have a full page. 

 

 

 

 

Alfa Romeo 8C 2900 B Corto Touring Berlinetta

Bugatti Tipo 57C Van Vooren Cabriolet
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Progress 

August 2022 

Cubaganza: 29th October 2022: The 

Northern Club celebration of all things Cuban 

We had a letter from the Northern Club asking if any of our members would be able to supply a 

few 50s/60s American cars to park up outside their clubrooms for a couple of hours to help 

create that Cuban/Havana mood. Below is their letter to Ross Moon. Ross is coordinating a 

response and so please contact Ross if you are able to help. 

 Hi Ross, 

 Great to chat on the phone earlier. 

 Just popping you an email with the details of the event. 

We are after 1 or 2 vintage cars for the Northern Club’s big Cubaganza on the 29th of October. 
 
They would be parked out the front of the event whilst people are arriving to create 
atmosphere. Probably only for 2 hours. 
Some that are along these kinds of lines if possible? But really anything that could vaguely fit 
the bill would be fab. 
 

Thanks, 
Hannah Kee 

 

And Ross’s reply………. 

Greetings Hannah, 

Couple of questions if I may, 

The cars in the photo are American 40 – 50s, is this the era you practically  looking for? 

What recompense are you suggesting per car?  

Thanks 

Ross Moon 
0224261508 

mooni2u@gmail.com 

Please contact Ross directly if you can help 

create that “Havana Vibe” 
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Progress 

August 2022 

Beaded Wheels Correspondent: Apologises 

Our regular Beaded Wheels scribe recently sent me the following note:  

“Humble apologies to all North Shore members that your reporter for Beaded Wheels missed 

the deadline (the first time in 5 years) for the next 

issue of Beaded Wheels, and therefore your exploits 

have not been recorded for posterity. 

I will make up for it next time. 

The reason for missing the deadline was that, 

because of the usual ‘efficiency’ of New Zealand Post, 

and having an RD postal address. Beaded Wheels did 

not arrive until after the deadline. 

Richard Bampton” 

I say, no need to apologise Richard! Being an Austin 

‘Carer’ we can fully appreciate that the constant 

stress and pressure caused by owning an Austin, 

would undoubtedly take its toll on any man. You have our fullest sympathies and we continue 

to be in awe of your wonderful articles in Beaded Wheels. 

Just to prove that I bear no ill-will towards Austins, here’s a shot of a very impressive Austin K4 Series 1 

Truck. I spotted this in Bill Richardson’s Transport World, down in Invercargill a couple of years ago. 

Wooden Spoon again for Richard. 
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Progress 

August 2022 

Heart Attack Symptoms: A note from Bruce 
Skinner 

This article quite clearly is not about our vehicles. It is however a note from regular contributor Bruce Skinner 
and provides some useful advice. Bruce by the way is recovering well after his heart attack and subsequent 
quadruple bypass. Bruce writes:  

Hi Stuart  
 
I know this is not car related, but thought it might be of interest as a lot of our members are 
coming up to their ‘use by date’. I am writing this because in the beginning I was not aware that 
I was having a heart attack. 
 
Prior to my heart attack I had not being doing anything that required a lot of energy. 
I had made myself a cup of coffee, a couple of biscuits, and sat down to watch the 6 o'clock 
News. The biscuits were a different brand, I ate them and started my drink. Very quickly I 
noticed that my stomach did not feel right. It did not concern me. I thought it would pass. 
About a couple of minutes later, I noticed that my stomach problem had cranked up a notch. At 
this stage I was now sitting on the edge of the couch. A short while later I made a dash for the 
kitchen sink, and did a big vomit, then going on to dry 
retching, when there was nothing left to vomit. I 
thought that somehow I had reacted to the different 
brand of biscuits. I thought I had a stomach bug. 
 
I don't know what made me do it, but got my phone 
out and googled "heart attack symptoms." There it was 
nausea, vomiting. 
 
While speaking to the ambulance, one of my daughters 
arrived. She helped me downstairs. At this point I 
needed to go to the toilet. When finished I was not 
able to stand up. Very embarrassing ! The ambulance people got me up and took me out to the 
ambulance. I can't remember when it started, either in the ambulance or at hospital, but my 
whole body started to tremble, and shake. I had no control over it. I was given a morphine shot 
which calmed me down. 
 
What I am trying to get across here is that I did not have the symptoms that we normally 
associate with heart attack. No chest pain, no pain in the jaw, no pain in the left arm.  
Be prudent, if you are vomiting don't assume that you have a stomach bug. Call the ambulance, 
better to be sure than sorry. 
 
Many thanks for this Bruce. As you point out we are all approaching our ‘use-by’ date and some of the advice in 
here my keep us on the perch a little longer.  

A smiling Bruce with his Pierce Arrow. 
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Please drop us a note if you know of an event that might be of interest to our members.  
Remember that North Shore Branch events are in RED, whilst other branch and private events 
are in our usual blue font. 

August 

August 4: Visit to Forest Hill, Lifestyle Retirement Village. Sausage sizzle at the clubhouse prior 
to departure. We have been asked to arrive at 1.30pm. THIS THURSDAY!! 
August 21: Daffodil Day Event with Waitemata and Warkworth Branches.  Meet at the North 
Shore Airfield from 9.30am ready for a for a 10.00am staggered departure to avoid queues and 
delays northwards to Matakana.  

September 

September 16-19:  NSVCC SPRING TOUR to Cape Reinga via Kerikeri, Kaitaia and Dargaville. 
Contact Paul Collins at Collins.electronics@xtra.co.nz or phone 0272922204 for more details 

October 

October 14, 15, 16: Top of the South Targa:  

Regular Diary  

Committee Meetings: Last Monday of every month, 6.00pm. 

Tuesday Mornings: Restoration shed open. Coffee and tea around 10 - ish. 

Wednesday Evenings: Club night. Coffee, tea and banter, 7.30pm 

Thursday Mornings: All sheds open. Why not come along and explore the parts shed? Fantastic 

experience, even if you don’t need any bits! Coffee, tea, cakes and savouries at 10.30am. 

 

John Castle has kindly volunteered to coordinate a programme of club runs over the next year. 
Please contact John directly if you have any suggestions or ideas for suitable runs. Email: 
jmcastle@xtra.co.nz  

The club fully supports the latest government guidelines on Covid and your personal 
protection. Members are asked to ensure their own safety and respect the choices of others as 

we continue to fight Covid. 

Progress 

August 2022 
Upcoming Events: Big events in August and 

September. 

mailto:Collins.electronics@xtra.co.nz
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Progress 

August 2022 
Top of the South Targa: July Update from Rod Corbett 

Hi Everyone, A quick update with important information. 
1. Entry Fees:  Standard entry fee only continues until Sunday 31 July, so if you've not done so 
already, please enter asap via the Targa NZ website. 
2. Change of Venue for Scrutineering, Documentation + Event Briefing to Annesbrook Event 
Centre: Annesbrook Event Centre, 40 Saxton Road, Stoke, Nelson will now be the venue for all 
VCC and Targa scrutineering, documentation and event briefing on Friday 14th October. 
(This follows our visit to Nelson last week to check potential venues for suitability, car parking 
etc). 
VCC scrutineering, documentation and event briefing will start at Annesbrook 8.30am Friday 
morning, finishing by midday, to leave the facility available for Targa Competition, Tour and 
Mainland Rally entrants for the afternoon. 
3. Accommodation: Kingsgate Motel is now fully booked, but space is still available at 
Delorenzo's Apartments and Trailways Hotel, both on Trafalgar Street. 
Accommodation within walking distance of central Nelson will be sought after for this event, 
and I recommend that you make bookings online via their websites asap to take advantage of 
the 5% discounts we've negotiated. 
Refer attached, or check out details via the VCC tab on the Targa NZ website. 
4. RallySafe:  
4.1 For those VCC entrants new to our event, a RallySafe power cable, must be ordered, paid 
for and installed in your car prior to scrutineering on Friday 14th October. 
4.2 In addition, all VCC entrants must pay the $30 fittings hire fee to RallySafe prior to our 
event. 
Refer attached, or check out details via the VCC tab on the Targa NZ website. 
5. Interisland Ferry Bookings: For those travelling from the North Island, October inter-island 
bookings are going to be very sought after, (due to reduced sailings caused by on-going ferry 
maintenance). If you've not yet made bookings, I recommend you do so via Tony Hirst at Cook 
Strait Crossings NZ asap. Again, check out details via the VCC tab on the Targa NZ website. 
6. Targa NZ Website: Is being updated to include the latest details for #3, #4, #5 above. 
Additional information relevant to our VCC time trial is also available via the VCC tab. 
Further information, including maps, is available via the Targa South Island 2022 tab. 
7. VCC Supplementary Regulations: Currently being updated for loading onto the Targa NZ 
website shortly. 
8. VCC Entries: Are still rolling in, but again if you've not done so already, please enter asap 
before the entry fee goes up from 1 August. 
Please also encourage your car friends to join us for a great event in October. 
Thank you. 
Rod Corbett. 
VCC Steward, 
VCC Targa Time Trials. 
rod.corbett88@gmail.com Tel: +64 27 433 8772 

mailto:rod.corbett88@gmail.com


 

 14 

Progress 

August 2022 

Tyre Care: Latest thinking 

Tyres may be the most overlooked and most misunderstood component on your car. While 
modern tyres are incredibly capable (even compared to those made a decade back), they still 
require some degree of care and feeding to maximize their lifespans. 
 
Classic Car dealer Hemmings recently received 
the following question:  
Tyres age. We know this to be the case. What would 
be Hemmings recommendation to preserve tyres from 
age-related rot?  I cannot confirm what I was advised 
many years ago: Using a pure silicone spray on the 
tyre will help replenish what has dried from the tyre 
over time. I have witnessed this absorption to be 
extremely rapid after the spray contacts the tire, 
leading me to believe it benefits a ‘thirsty’ tyre. What 
is your take on this? 

 
First and foremost, we need to acknowledge 
that modern tyre compounds have evolved at 
an incredibly fast pace. In some cases, they’ve 
become even more specialized, too: Modern summer-only performance tyres offer a level of 
grip unimaginable in a street tyre a few decades back, but the window in which they can be 
safely used has grown smaller. Both Pirelli and Michelin warn that summer-only tyres may be 
subject to sidewall cracking in low temperatures, voiding any manufacturer’s warranty. 
 
The rubber compounds used in a modern tyre differ from the rubber compounds used in tyres 
years ago. What may have been good advice for a 1960s-era cross-ply, or an ’80s-era radial, may 
be harmful to tyres today. For advice on proper tyre care, we looked to Goodyear, who 
manufactured over 169 million tyres (of all types) in 2021. 
 
According to the Ohio-based manufacturer, sidewall and tread weathering, often referred to as 
dry rot, is a result of the breakdown of compounds used to make the tyre. Though a natural age-
related process, several things can accelerate this, including UV exposure, environmental 
extremes (particularly a hot, dry climate), high ozone levels, underinflation, and lack of use. 
Tyres benefit from regular exercise, and don’t like to remain stationary for extended lengths of 
time. According to South Bend, Indiana, vendor The Tire Rack, “The repeated stretching of the 
rubber compound actually helps deter cracks from forming.” 
 
To care for tyres, Goodyear recommends cleaning them regularly with water and a mild dish 

soap, followed by a rinse with clean water. The manufacturer cautions against the use 

of some tyre dressings, specifically those that contain petroleum distillates.  

Sometimes no amount of care will help. 

https://www.tirerack.com/tires/tiretech/techpage.jsp?techid=30
https://www.goodyear.com/en-US/learn/tire-care-maintenance/dry-rot-tires
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Progress 

August 2022 

Tyre Care: cont 

While these products may temporarily enhance a tyre’s appearance, in the long run petroleum 
products can prematurely age a tyre. The Tire Rack backs this up, advising that excessive use of 
tyre cleaners and dressings can remove anti-oxidants and ozone protectants from the tyre’s 
rubber compounds. 
 
Silicone grease is often used to lubricate and swell rubber seals, but an o-ring is not the same 
thing as a tyre. We’ve seen anecdotal reports of silicone sprays adding tyre shine and restoring 
colour, but if the tyre manufacturer doesn’t specifically recommend it, there’s probably a 
reason (and it’s not just to sell more tyres). 
 
Instead, to maximize tyre life and reduce dry rotting, we suggest you check the tyres regularly 
for proper inflation, and cover any tyres that may have direct exposure to sunlight (even 
through a window). If the vehicle in question is parked for an extended period, consider 
putting it on jack stands to take the weight off the tyres, or at the very least repositioning it 
every month or so. Avoid parking near equipment that potentially generates ozone, such as 
generators or welders, and prevent temperature extremes. Wash the tyres as Goodyear 
suggests, and if you really want to use a product on the tyres, opt for a water-based dressing 
that doesn’t contain petroleum distillates. 
 
Finally, keep in mind that tyres can also age from the inside out. Even if a tyre appears to be in 
good condition externally, there’s no way to know if an older tyre is safe to use. We tend to 
follow the 10-year rule, since a set of tyres is a lot cheaper than the potential outcome of a 
tyre failure, particularly one at speed. 
 

 

Would you use these on your car? No definitive answer, but personally with only 20 cm sq of rubber stopping me 

from driving into that tree, I would swap these ASAP. 

https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2019/09/26/hondas-secret-weapon-squeaks-door-leaks-shin-etsu
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Progress 

August 2022 

Around and about: Photos from the 
workshops 

Just a few shots taken on 28th July at the club. 

An exasperated Terry Costello. 

Terry Flude wearing ear protectors for a conversation. 

Richard Ellis Figures out the grill supports on his 
Austin 10. (The chassis of which gained a full 

bill of health today!) 

Colin Austen ‘fettles’ the wire bead on the BSA guard. 

Terry Flude fits a fuse box on the Bedford. 
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Progress 

August 2022 
Around and about: Cont. 

 

Lovely Model T Ford. 

Mk 2 Ford Escort received two purchase offers this morning but 
it’s not for sale! 

Willys Overland looking good! 

Above: Wiring of the Bedford well under way. 

Left: New member Ken Rush: straight into it, 

explaining to Richard Ellis and John Cooke the 

multiple uses of a vertical steel pole. ;-)  
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Unsurprisingly, given the eclectic (I have used that word so that the Ford owners will now know 

the spelling and be able look it up in their dictionaries in the privacy of their homes, then they 

will know what it means) and well-known collection 

we were visiting was that of the Shaw brothers there 

was a very good turnout.  We were pleased to 

welcome some North Shore members on their first 

club run, some visitors and also others from Auckland 

VCC, who braved the bridge to join us, and a friendly 

social time was enjoyed while we ate our various 

lunches before setting off.  Terry Flude arrived in his 

very smart 1962 Corvette, but the car that I had been 

promised a ride in – “you will have the ride of your 

life” – failed to start.  I will not embarrass the owner 

by telling you the make. 

Fourteen club eligible cars and several moderns left 

the Mason Road clubhouse, most of whom followed 

the (correct) instructions.  It was only a short run, 

with 9 lines of instructions, none-the-less two cars 

managed to approach the property from the wrong 

direction.  No names, no pack drill, and your reporter 

would not wish to drop anyone in it, but the first 

photo shows the cars with intelligent drivers and 

navigators waiting on the far side of the road for a ‘wrong-un’ to turn in from the wrong 

direction.    

Progress 

August 2022 
Club Run to the Shaw Brothers sheds: Photos 

and commentary by Richard Bampton 

Terry Flude’s Corvette 

These chaps followed directions 
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The following two photos are taken from the secret spy camera and are 

the documentary/photographic evidence of the error of these members, 

who were unable to read/follow the simple and correct instructions  

(there were some moderns that also approached from the wrong side, 

but the less said about them the better).  Already there and waiting for 

us for us was Michael Dorbeck in a very smart 1932 Hillman Minx, which 

has been in his family since new, first being owned by an uncle, then 

Mike’s father before passing on to him. Noel Shaw welcomed us and 

kindly gave us all the run of his establishment and members rapidly 

spread out to visit the top shed with a mixture of around 10 different 

cars, the Chevrolet shed (rows of Chevs in date order – it was 

interesting to see the development of the cars and it also 

held Trevor’s early Ford Model T – the Ford Model A Ute shed 

with four Model As with different ute bodies, the (mainly) 

Ford shed with more utes, a range of Model As and a line up 

of early V8s from 1932 to 1938, and the Buick Straight 8 shed, 

where torches were used to view the interesting line up.  Of 

course everyone also passed by, and stopped to admire, the 

Austin shed with its row of quality cars.  

This is one of the most interesting collections on the Shore, 

and everyone was delighted to be given the opportunity to 

see them all.  And perhaps it will surprise you if I tell you that, 

given the opportunity, the car I would take home would be 

the 1932 Ford V8. (See Over) 

Progress 

August 2022 
Club Run to the Shaw Brothers sheds. Photos 

and commentary by Richard Bampton 

Unable to follow simple 
instructions?? 

Spot the difference. Mike Dorbeck  

and a Little Minx. 

Austin Row. 

Right: 
Buicks by  

Torchlight. 
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Progress 

August 2022 
Club Run to the Shaw Brothers sheds: Photos 

by Richard Bampton ….. And Andrew Lunt. 

You heard it here first. Richard Bampton’s 

favourite is this Ford V8 

Mary and Richard Lloyd’s Daimler V8 Rare Beast indeed Andrew Lunt’s Datsun SSS 

Max Polple’s stunning XJ Pillarless Coupe 

My bad! What is this? Who fellow she belong? 

Another Rarity, Jim Masson’s Fiat 850 
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Summary: The Peerless Motor Car Company was an 
American automobile manufacturer that produced the 
Peerless brand of motorcars in Cleveland, Ohio, from 
1900 to 1931. One of the "Three Ps" – Packard, 
Peerless, and Pierce-Arrow the company was known 
for building high-quality luxury automobiles. Peerless 
popularized a number of vehicle innovations that later 
became standard equipment, including drum 
brakes and the first enclosed-body production cars.  

Early Days: Established in Cleveland in 1900 at 43 
Lisbon Street, Peerless Motors began manufacturing 
automobiles while using De Dion-Bouton engines 
under license from the French company. Engineer 
Louis P. Mooers designed the first Peerless models, as 
well as several proprietary engines. The first Peerless-
branded vehicles appeared in 1902, with a front-
mounted engine driving the rear wheels through a 
shaft. This later became the standard vehicle 
propulsion layout for automobiles. In 1904, Mooers 
designed the Green Dragon racing-car and 
enlisted Barney Oldfield to drive it. The Green Dragon 
brought notability and success to Peerless, 
as Oldfield used it to set a number of early 
world automobile speed records. 

In 1905, the 35 horsepower (26 kW) Green 
Dragon competed in the world's first 24-
hour endurance race in Columbus, Ohio. 
Driven by Earnest Bollinger, Arthur Feasel, 
and briefly by Barney Oldfield, the 
Peerless led the race for the first hour 
before crashing into a fence, later finishing 
in 3rd place.  

From 1905 to 1907, Peerless experienced a rapid expansion in size and production volume. As 
the Peerless namesake grew in fame, the company began producing increasingly higher-priced 
models with a focus on luxury. In 1911, Peerless was one of the first car companies to introduce 
electric lighting on their vehicles, with electric starters added in 1913. In 1915, the firm 
introduced its first V8 engine, intending to compete with the Cadillac V8 introduced a year 
earlier. This V8 model became Peerless' staple production vehicle until 1925, when engines 
produced by other manufacturers were first used in Peerless models. 

Progress 

August 2022 
Focus on the Marque: Peerless. 

1904 Peerless Type 8 

1911 Peerless Model 32 Roadster 

1912 Peerless Six Model 38 Berline Limousine  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleveland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Packard_Motor_Car_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierce-Arrow_Motor_Car_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drum_brake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drum_brake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Dion-Bouton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barney_Oldfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endurance_racing_(motorsport)#Origins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endurance_racing_(motorsport)#Origins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbus,_Ohio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V8_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadillac_V8_engine
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World War One: During WW I, Peerless 
manufactured military vehicle chassis and 
trucks. One such vehicle, the Peerless armoured 
car, was manufactured for Great Britain with 
the Austin Motor Company of Birmingham 
being the maker of the armoured body and 
Peerless the manufacture of the chassis. The 
chassis was manufactured in Cleveland, Ohio. 

The end is near: In 1929, the entire Peerless 
range was redesigned to compete with other 
vehicles produced by Stutz and Marmon. This 
move saw increased sales, and for 1930 another 
design refresh was undertaken. The Peerless-
designed V8 was replaced by 
a Continental straight-8 as a cost-saving 
measure. However, the Great Depression that 
began in 1929 greatly reduced the sales of 
luxury automobiles. Peerless stripped down its 
production and attempted to market one line of 
vehicles to wealthy Americans who were not 
affected by the depression. In 1930–31, Peerless commissioned Murphy Body Works to design 
what the company envisioned as its 1933 model. The task was assigned to a young Frank 
Hershey, who produced a remarkably clean, elegant vehicle. A single V16-engined 1931 
Peerless was finished in June 1931, the last Peerless ever produced. 

Peerless remained an idle 
business until the end 
of Prohibition in 1933 
allowed the manufacture of 
alcohol. Peerless then 
revamped its factory and 
gained a license to brew beer 
under the Carling Black Label 
and Red Cap ale brands from 
the Brewing Corporation of 
Canada. Hershey's single 
prototype V-16 remained in 
the Peerless factory until the 
end of World War II and it is 
now owned by the Crawford 
Auto-Aviation Museum. 
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Focus on the Marque: Cont. 

1917 Peerless Eight Model 56 7-Passenger Touring Sedan.  

1931 Peerless Master Eight Sedan. 

‘One of a kind’ 1932 Peerless V-16 Prototype. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peerless_armoured_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peerless_armoured_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stutz_Motor_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marmon_Motor_Car_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Hershey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Hershey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V16_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibition_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Breweries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Breweries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crawford_Auto-Aviation_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crawford_Auto-Aviation_Museum
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Progress 

August 2022 
July 2022 Committee Notes. 

New Members: D. Liefting  

Club room renovations: Over recent years there has been discussion about updating 
the interior club rooms décor, in fact it has been mentioned at the past two 
AGMs. 

 With the 50 year Anniversary for the Branch coming up next year the 
committee have been actively seeking quotes to get the work done.   The work 
being considered is the removal of the fireplace and repairs to the floor, new 
carpet, repainting the interior including installing skirting board throughout, and 
the refurbishment of the toilet facilities.    A number of women members have 
sought an upgrade to the bathroom facilities.  The total cost of the works is in 
the vicinity of $40,000.00 - $42,0000.00. 

 To put this expense into some sort of context, the carpet is over 25 years old 
and has separated from it backing and can no longer to stretched to remove 
wrinkles – probably like most of us.   The ceiling was last painted over 30 
years ago when it was repaired after a collapsed during a heavy storm, and 
the brown match lining interior was last painted over 40 years ago. 

 If any members have questions over the renovations, please feel free to 
contact a member of the Committee. 

Northern Club: The Northern Club are seeking a few vehicles 1940’s to 1950’s era for 
up to 2 hours on a static display, on the afternoon on the 29 October.  Ross 
Moon to co-ordinate. 09 426 1508  

Northhaven Rest Home visit:  On Sat or Sunday, date to be determined.   R. Lloyd to 
arrange a date.  Morning tea provided. 
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Club Address: 40 Masons Rd, Albany, 0632 

Phone: 09-4792779: email: northshorevcc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.northshorevcc.com 

Club Nights: Every Wednesday from 7.30pm.  

Restoration Shed: Every Tuesday & Thursday morning 9am - 12pm. 

Committee Meetings: Last Monday of the month, 7.30pm . 

Club Runs: Normally 12.30-1pm start, 3rd Sun. of month. Always check the ‘Upcoming events’. 

VERO Branch Reference Number: HO0300144 (Quoting this number when renewing your 

insurance gives a small commission back to the club). 

Club Committee 
Chairman: Tony Sparkes  09-473-5872 or 027-499-5588 

Vice-Chairman: Terry Flude: 021 958 678 

Secretary: Maurice Whitham 09-627-0310 or 027-296-9293 

Treasurer: Ross Moon 09-426-1508 or 022 426 1508  

Club Delegate: Stuart Battersby 022-471-2759 

GENERAL COMMITTEE Members: 

John Higham 09-478-7973 

Peter Lloyd: 09-426-7179 or 021-298-8795  

Richard Lloyd: 09-420-5048 or 027-483-2898 

Andrew Lunt: 0274 996 803 

Barry Thompson 09-959-0206 

Arnold Van Zon: 09 473 5750 or 027 2765336 

OTHER CLUB OFFICERS (Non Committee) 

Members’ Garage Manager: Kevin Lord 09 413 9157  

Welfare Officer: Brian Bisset 09 554 1740  

Librarian: Kevin Benseman 022 678 5629 

Beaded Wheels Correspondent: Richard Bampton 09947 3042 

Magazine Editor:  Stuart Battersby: 022 471 2759 or email battersby56nz@gmail.com 

This magazine is published by the North Shore Branch, Vintage Car Club of New Zealand 

Incorporated, also known as The North Shore Vintage and Classic Car Club.  

THE INFORMATION IN THIS MAGAZINE IS SUPPLIED AS A SERVICE TO MEMBERS. ARTICLES OF INTEREST ARE ALWAYS 

WELCOMED. THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS MAGAZINE ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHORS AND THE CLUB ACCEPTS NO 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OF ANY ARTICLES OR STATEMENTS HEREIN. 

All rights reserved. No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical 

without permission in writing from the copyright holder 
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